Let f be a polynomial with integral coefficients. Define the measure of f by n M(f) « a II rnaxd, la. I) i«l 1 where a,» a^,..., a are the zeros of f listed with proper multiplicity and a is the leading coefficient. D. H. Lehmer [5] asked whether for every c > 0 there exists a monic polynomial f such that 1 < M(f) < 1+ e .
P. E. Blanksby and H. L. Montgomery [l] and the present writer [2] obtained lower bounds for M(f) in terms of the degree of f. In this paper we give a lower bound for M(f) in terms of the number of non-zero coefficients of the polynomial f. The existence of such a bound (but not its form) has been announced by W. Lawton [4] .
where k is the number of non-zero coefficients of F.
The argument used in the proof gives the following corollary. 
